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THE CONCENTRATION IN PUBLIC LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICE 


From its formation, the College of Library and Information Services has had 
a particular interest in educational preparation for public library and informa- 
tion work. CLIS sponsored two programs in library service for poor and minority 
people. Its High John project included a demonstration library in a poor 
community in Prince George's County, Maryland. The Urban Information Specialist 
Peron was an educational program to prepare information specialists to work 
with the poor in urban communities. 

Today CLIS offers a program concentration for those interested in public 
library service which has the advantage of both flexibility and opportunity for 
in-depth study. 

In addition to the College's regular core courses, pridente electing this 
concentration take a Public Library Seminar, and a course in Research Methods 
where they learn investigative methods and design a major project which they 
later conduct under Independent Study. Field experience in a public library or 
other information center serving the public is also an integral part of this 
program. 

Public library students may elect a specialty in the College's Community 
Information Service area, in work with Children and Young People, Media work, 
Automation Assisted Services, or another area of their interest. 

The College has considerable academic and fesource support for the 
concentration in Public Library and Information Service. The College's extensive 
offerings in online searching and various computer technologies, including micros, 
are designed to help graduates deal with new developments in automation assisted 
services. The College maintains computing facilities with two microcomputers 
(and two more on order) and four terminals which provide access to the 
University's mainframe computers and to commercially available data bases. The 


Instructional Development and Support Center of the College provides the 


facilities, equipment, materials, and consulting services to assist in improving 
the quality of instruction and in enhancing the learning process. 

CLIS also maintains its own Library with a collection of over 40,000 volumes 
and a small Community Information Service Center, with a collection of material 
on citizen action, information and referral, minorities, social change, and 
social problems. 

The Public Library concentration is intended to support aspects of public 
library and information service that are in the forefront. Sought for this 
program are dedicated people who want to help build and expand public library 
service, particularly those interested in careers of service in under-served 


communities. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICE RECOMMENDED PROGRAM 


Core Courses: Credit Hours 
LBSC 600 PROSEMINAR 5 
LBSC 651 INTRODUCTION TO REFERENCE AND INFORMATION 
SERVICES 3 
LBSC 671 ORGANIZATION OF KNOWLEDGE IN LIBRARIES I 3 


Public Library "Core Courses: 


LBSC 724 PUBLIC LIBRARY SEMINAR 3 
LBSC 701 RESEARCH METHODS FOR LIBRARY AND INFORMATION ; 
ACTIVITY 3 
LBSC 709 INDEPENDENT STUDY 3 
LBSC 707 FIELD STUDY IN LIBRARY SERVICE 3 


Subspecialties: See spearate descriptions of various 
subspecialties recommended to public library and information 
service students IES) 


PUBLIC LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICE 
"CORE" COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 


LBSC 724 PUBLIC LIBRARY SEMINAR, Mr. Cunningham 
The principal influences which affect the patterns of organization, support, 
and service patterns of public libraries, based upon theoretical and case studies. 


LBSC 701 RESEARCH METHODS FOR LIBRARY AND INFORMATION ACTIVITY, Ms. Bundy 

The first half of the course covers basic research methods: the role of 
theory in research, approaches, major techniques, areas of study in library and 
information service. In the second half of the course each student designs a 
research project of a basic or applied nature. 


LBSC 709 INDEPENDENT STUDY, faculty member of the student's choice 
The student conducts her/his research project for 3-6 hours credit, dependent 
on the project. 


LBSC 707 FIELD STUDY IN LIBRARY SERVICE, Mr. Cunningham, Mr. Wilson 

Students engage in an intern experience of a professional nature in a public 
library or information center serving the public. Students may relate their 
research project to their field experience. 


PUBLIC LIBRARY AND INFORMATION SERVICE SUBSPECIALTIES 


Four subspecialties are defined below. They are meant to help students elect 
a concentration of courses which will give them some depth in these areas of study. 
Students may elect instead to build an individual specialization, with their 
advisor. 


COMMUNITY INFORMATION SERVICE 


LBSC 708W COMMUNITY INFORMATION SERVICES 

LBSC 708F COMMUNITY INFORMATION SOURCES 

LBSC 621 LIBRARY SERVICE TO THE DISADVANTAGED 

LBSC 708D MEDIA DESIGN AND UTILIZATION IN LIBRARIES 

LBSC 708- MICROCOMPUTER APPLICATIONS IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES (being planned) 


MEDIA SERVICES 


LBSC 641 SELECTION AND EVALUATION OF INSTRUCTIONAL MEDIA 
LBSC 708D MEDIA DESIGN AND UTILIZATION IN LIBRARIES 
LBSC 781 PROBLEMS OF NONBOOK MATERIALS 
RTVF 601 VISUAL COMMUNICATION 
ELECTIVE 


LBSC 
LBSC 
LBSC 


LBSC 
LBSC 
LBSC 
LBSC 
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SERVICE TO CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


645 CHILDREN'S LITERATURE AND MATERIALS 
708N YOUNG ADULT AS A CLIENT GROUP 
630 LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION 


and six hours from among the following courses: 


748 ADVANCED SEMINAR IN CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 

745 STORYTELLING 

708D MEDIA DESIGN AND UTILIZATION IN LIBRARIES 

793 INFORMATION PROCESSING FOR THE SMALL-SCALE ENVIRONMENT 


Courses at the University in Child Psychology or Adolescent Psychology 
(unless they are already part of the student's background) are strongly 


recommended. 


LBSC 


LBSC 


AUTOMATION ASSISTED SERVICES (in planning process) 


690 INTRODUCTION TO DATA PROCESSING FOR LIBRARIES AND INFORMATION 
CENTERS 
i73 INFORMATION PROCESSING FOR THE SMALL-SCALE ENVIRONMENT 


LBSC 603 LIBRARY SYSTEMS ANALYSIS 


LBSC 


750 ADVANCED REFERENCE SERVICE 


Faculty members to contact in these specialties include Ms. Bundy and 
Mr. Cunningham, COMMUNITY INFORMATION SERVICE; and Ms. MacLeod and Ms. Williams, 
SERVICE TO CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE. 


For general information about the Public Library and Information Service 
Concentration see Mr. Wilson, CLIS Library. For general information about the 
College, call Ms. Jean Diepenbrock, Director of Admissions, at (301) 454-3016. 


